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CAN I then live to draw that breath

Which must bid farewell to thee ?

Yet how should death not seize on me ?
Since absence from the life I hold so dear must needs be death,

While I do feel in parting                                           5

Such a living dying,
As in this my most fatal hour

Grief such a life doth lend,
As, quick'ned by his power,

Even death cannot end.                                            10

" J AM THE FIRST THAT EVER LOV'D"

I AM the first that ever lov'd:
He yet that for the place contends
Against true love so much offends,

That even this way it is prov'd.

Fur whose affection once is shown,                     5

No longer can the world beguile,

Who see his penance all the while
He holds a torch to make her known.

You are the first were ever lov'd.

And who may think this not so true,             10

So little knows of love or you,
It need not otherwise be prov'd.

For though the more judicious eyes
May know when diamonds are right,
There is requir'd a greater light                    15

Thiir estimate and worth to prize.

While they who most for beauty strives

Can with no art so lovely grow

As she who doth but only owe
So much as true affection gives.                       20

Thus first of lovers I appear,

For more appearance makes me none;
And thus are you belov'd alone,

That are priz'd infinitely dear.